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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 PANAMA 08645 051900Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

058689 051912Z/50 

O 051642Z DEC 77 

FM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4772 

CONFIDENTIAL PANAMA 8645 

ST ADIS///////////////////////// 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PAN 

SUBJECT: CARTER-TORRIJOS EXCHANGE ON STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING 
REF: (A) STATE 277207 (B ) GONZALEZ- WYROUGH TELECON 12/1 

1 . OVER THE WEEKEND, I PASSED TO FOREIGN MINISTER FOR 
TRANSMISSION TO GENERAL TORRIJOS TEXT OF LETTER FROM 
PRESIDENT (REFTEL A WITH REVISIONS AS CONVEYED REF. B) 

AND SUGGESTED REPLY FROM GENERAL. MINISTER INFORMED ME 
LAST NIGHT THAT GENERAL WANTS TO QUOTE THINK ABOUT UNQUOTE 
HIS REPLY FOR A LITTLE TIME. 

2. MY OWN READING OF THIS IS THAT GENERAL FEELS THAT 
SIGNED AGREEMENT ON MEMO OF UNDERSTANDING IS LAST CONCES- 
SION HE CAN MAKE. HE THEREFORE WISHES TO HOLD THAT TRUMP 
FOR A LITTLE TIME. I HAVE NO DOUBT HE WILL COME THROUGH 
WHEN ITS URGENTLY NEEDED. HE SEEMS TO THINK THAT IF HE 
SENDS REPLY QUICKLY IT WILL BE USED WITH SENATORS WHO, 

WITH THAT IN HAND, WILL COME BACK WITH FURTHER DEMANDS ON 
HIM. AND HE SIMPLY DOES NOT THINK HE CAN GIVE ANOTHER 
INCH. 
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